A CELEBRATION OF WORJSHIP
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 17, 2006 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

*All who are able may stand.
Bold type spoken by the congregation

GATHERING. . .

The Prelude “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Karen Buckwalter, arr.
Youth Bells

The Welcome and Announcements

The Introit “Gloria” Natalie Sleeth

Covenant Choir
The Call To Worship Lighting the Advent Candle
The Prayer of Adoration
*The Hymn 15 “Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers”

*The Prayer of Confession

Source of salvation, what shall we do? Our lives are unworthy of the goodness you
offer. We complain of our condition when our wants go unnoticed. Contentment eludes
us, since when we have plenty we still yearn for more. Millions face hunger, while we fret
over abundance. Through Christ forgive us, yet grant us no peace until we share our
bread with the hungry and our homes with those who lack shelter.. . . (time for silent
confession). . .

*The Choral Response

*The Assurance of Pardon
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.”
“The Lord is near.”
Hear the word God speaks to us —
“I will save the lame and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise. ..”
Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:
We say with penitence, gratitude and joy:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Amen.

*The Gloria Patri p. 579 in the Hymnal

*The Peace and Greeting

The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you!
(Please exchange this ancient greeting with worshippers seated near you.
Please stand to greet one another in the name of Christ.)

TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. . .

The Prayer for Illumination

The Old Testament Lesson: Zephaniah 3°14-20 p. 1073 in the pew Bible



The Psalter Lesson: Isaiah 12:2-6 p. 785 in the pew Bible
The Anthem “And the Father Will Dance” Mark Hayes
The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7 p. 242 in the pew Bible

A Moment With the Children

Children’s Anthem (11:00 am) “Little Jesus”
Carol Choir
*The Hymn 10 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 3°7-18 p. 73 in the pew Bible
The Sermon “Returning to Joy”
PATRICK
DENNIS
AND TO MAKE PROPER RESPONSE. . .

*The Nicene Creed (Ecumenical Version) p. 15 in the Hymnal
The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

The Lord's Prayer p. 16 in the Hymnal
The Service of Offering

The Gathering of Our Gifts

The Offertory “O Magnum Mysterium” Morten Lauridsen

“O great mystery, and wondrous sacrament, that animals should see the
newborn Lord, lying in their manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose
womb was worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia.”

*The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication Doxology, p. 592 in the Hymnal

We rejoice, O God of peace, in the privilege of giving without fear. You come to us daily
with blessings too numerous to count. You are the Holy One Whose presence relieves our
anxieties, feeds our hungers, and stirs our compassion. Through our offerings, we express
our gratitude. As we give of ourselves, we respond to Your call to bear fruit and to make
Your name known among the nations. Thank You for accepting all we offer in Jesus’ holy
name. Amen.

GO IN GOD’S NAME.

*The Hymn 14 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
*The Charge & Benediction

*The Postlude “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” Anna Laura Page



