A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
Passion/Palm Sunday
The Sixth Sunday in Lent

March 16, 2008 8:30 and 11:00 am

*All who are able may stand.
Bold type spoken by the congregation

GATHERING. ..

The Prelude “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna™ Joel Raney, arr.
Jubilate Ringers

The Welcome and Announcements

The Introit “Procession and Hymn for Palm Sunday” Craig Courtney

The Call To Worship
Give thanks to the Lord, Who is good, Whose mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now proclaim, “The mercy of the Lord endures forever.”
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Hosanna, Lord, hosanna.
You are my God, and I will thank You.

The Opening Prayer

Proclamation of the Entrance into Jerusalem Matthew 21:1-11
Blessed is the One Who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

*The Hymn 88 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”’

*The Prayer of Confession

We presume upon Your majesty, God most high, believing that equality with You is our worthy
ambition, even ours to grasp. We presume upon Your justice, righteous God, keeping up unrighteous
inequalities in the name of self-serving freedom. We presume upon Your purpose, God of all
redemption, seeking to make ourselves into a likeness You do not like. We presume upon Your glory,
God of light, exalting ourselves in aimless ways. We presume upon Your gift of life, life-giving God,
and become disobedient unto death. Forgive us our sins
.. .(time for silent confession). . .

*The Choral Response
*The Assurance of Pardon
*The Gloria Patri p. 579 in the Hymnal
*The Peace and Greeting
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you!

(Please exchange this ancient greeting with worshippers seated near you.
Please stand to greet one another in the name of Christ.)



TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. ..

The Prayer for lllumination

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9a p. 833 in the pew Bible
The Psalter Lesson: Psalm 31:9-16 p. 622 in the pew Bible
Anthem “Ave Verum” W. A. Mozart
The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11 p.240 in the pew Bible

A Moment With the Children

*The Hymn 91 “Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!”

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 27:11-54 p. 39 in the pew Bible
Silent Meditation

The Sermon “Crowded”

Allen H. Fisher, Jr.

TO RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD. . .

The Apostles’ Creed p. 14 in the Hymnal
*The Hymn 76 “My Song Is Love Unknown”

The Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer p. 16 in the Hymnal

The Service of Offering
The Gathering of Our Gifts

The Offertory

*The Doxology and Prayer of DedicationDoxology, p. 592 in the Hymnal

Gracious God, whose self-emptying love is shown in Christ, teach us how to love as You love, in
word and deed, that we too may be instruments of peace, bringing hope to the hopeless. We offer you
now our crosses and gifts, our shadows and light, as symbols of the Christ who has loved us completely,
even unto death on a cross. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE IN GOD’S NAME.

The Hymn 101 “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross™
*The Charge & Benediction

*The Postlude



