
 A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

March 13, 2005              The Fifth Sunday in Lent              8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
 
*All who are able may stand. 
  Bold type spoken by the congregation 
 
 THE PEOPLE GATHER. . . 
                  
The Prelude               
 
The Welcome and Announcements 
                   
The Introit                               
 
The Call To Worship 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  
 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 

Hope in the Lord!  For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
 and great power to redeem. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits; and in the word of the Lord I hope. 
Let us worship God! 

 
The Prayer of Adoration 
     You are merciful and just in the deliverance of your people, O God.  You draw us up out of the 
depths of distress; you incline your ear as we call on your name.  Our souls rest in you and in the 
promise of Christ’s redeeming love.  Lay now your hand upon us, and draw us out by your Spirit, 
that we may sing praises to your name. 
 
*The Hymn  79                           “Kind Maker of the World” 
                         
*The Prayer of Confession 
    Your Spirit calls us out of ourselves, O God, and makes Your place within us.  We resist.  We 
box ourselves in.  We live empty.  You claim us for Yourself; we claim to belong to no one but 
ourselves.  Our bodies move and breathe and we believe we are alive; but our spirits die before we 
are dead.  Except Your Spirit enlivens us, we cannot repent and believe.  In Your great mercy, 
forgive us our shallow faith, our timid hope, our feeble witness to Your awesome love in Christ. . 
.(time for silent confession). . . 
 
*The Choral Response                      “Blessed Jesus” 
                                                                    Covenant Choir 
*The Assurance of Pardon 
  
*The Gloria Patri p. 579 in the Hymnal 

 
*The Peace and Greeting 
 The peace of Christ be with you all.  And also with you! 
 (Please exchange this ancient greeting with worshippers seated near you. 

 Please stand to greet one another in the name of Christ.) 

 
  Minute for Mission                                                                                                    Betty Ellett 

  
TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. . . 

 
  The Prayer for Illumination 
   
  The Old Testament Lesson:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 p. 747 in the pew Bible 
  
  The Psalter Lesson:  Psalm 130 p. 538 in the pew Bible 
   
  The Anthem                   “Out of the Depths” from Requiem                                  John Rutter 

                                                                      Brian Smith, Cello 

   
  The Epistle Lesson: Romans 8:6-11 p. 982 in the pew Bible 



 
  A Moment With the Children 
 
*The Hymn 313                     “Come Down, O Love Divine” 
  
*The Apostles’  Creed                                                                                      p. 14 in the Hymnal 
 
  The Gospel Lesson:  John 11:1-45 p. 934 in the pew Bible 
  
  The Sermon                                                                                   “Certainty and Ambiguity”                                                                      
                                                                                                           Rev. Erin C. Sharp 
 

AND TO MAKE PROPER RESPONSE. . . 
 

*The Affirmation of Faith                                                          from “A Brief Statement of Faith” 
In life and in death we belong to God. 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 

whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 

and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the church. 

 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 

rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 

claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world 

the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

to unmask idolatries in church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

and to work with others for justice, freedom and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for 

 God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession  
     The Lord's Prayer p. 16 in the Hymnal 

 
 The Service of Offering 
      The Offertory             
 
*The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication Doxology, p. 592 in the Hymnal 
 
 GO IN GOD'S NAME. . . 
 
*The Hymn  427         “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” 
 
*The Charge & Benediction 
  
*The Postlude                        
 



 

The Sunday after Easter, April 3, will be Pastor Sharp’s farewell reception after each 

worship service.  You will have opportunities to bid her goodbye at that time.  A 

memory/greeting book will be available for you to share your best wishes at the receptions.  

Contributions are still being received for her parting gift.  Make checks payable to The 

Presbyterian Church with the Associate Pastor gift notation on the memo line. 


