A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

September 19, 2004 The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 8:30 and 11:00 am.

*All who are able may stand.
Bold type spoken by the congr egation

GATHERING
The Prelude
The Welcome and Announcements
The Introit Chorale: . Antoni Haydn

The Call to Worship

God welcomes those whose hearts are sick.

God' sinvitation comes to people whose joy is gone.
Why isthe health of God’s people not restored?
Why must we weep day and night for those we have lost?
Thereisabam in Gilead. Thereisa physician who heals.
Jesus Christ is our mediator, healer, and savior.
Webring all our pain and unresolved anger.

We comein all our confusion to seek answers.
Bring all your urgent prayers and honest lamentations.
God is eager to offer salvation and open us to truth.
Wecry out to God for deliverance from our sins.
Wecry out to God for relief from all our afflictions.

Prayer of Praise and Adoration

O God who loves us when we flee your love, who calls us when we will not hear, who
will not give usup or hand usover to our own devices, we adore you for being the
Holy Onein our midst. All praise and honor beto you, gracious God, for leading
your peoplewith cords of compassion, yesterday, today and forever. Amen.

*The Hymn 420 “ God of Grace and God of Glory”



*The Prayer of Confession

Our heartsand mindsarefactoriesfor idols, O God. We makethem large and small,
openly and secretly, constantly and persistently. Wetry to control our livesand yet
find our lives out of control. We chase after distorted visions of growth only to
become disheartened when our dreams cometrue. Theidolswe make soon take over
our lives. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and
forgive our sinsaccording to your tender mercy.

(... timefor silent confession)

*The Choral Response “Thereisa Balmin Gilead”
*The Assurance of Pardon (from | Timothy 2:5-6)

God our Savior desiresthat all should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.
Thereisone God, and one mediator, Christ Jesus,
who cameasaransom for all.
With assurance and conviction we say to each other,
God in Christ forgivesusour sin. Amen.

*The Gloria Patri p. 579 in the Hymnal

*The Peace and Greeting
The peace of Christ be withyou al. And also with you!
(Please exchange this ancient greeting with worshippers seated near you.
Please stand to greet one another in the name of Christ.)

HEARING AND RESPONDING TO THE WORD

The Prayer for [llumination

The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 p. 656 in the pew Bible
The Psalter Lesson: Psalm 79:1-9 p. 509 in the pew Bible
The Anthem “ Children of the Heavenly Father” F. Johnson, arr.
The Epistle Lesson: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 p. 1034 in the pew Bible

A Moment With the Children
Presentation of Biblesto Third Graders

The Hymn 327 “ O Word of God Incarnate’



The Gospel Lesson: Luke 16:1-13

The Sermon “Pinched Into Creativity”

Rev.Allen H. Fisher, Jr.
Prayer of Dedication
Redeemed by Christ and gathered to praise you, we come with thanksgiving, O God
our Savior. You relieve our hunger and quench our thirst. You fill uswith good
things and satisfy our needs. How shall we respond to such goodness and mercy? We
commit all that we have to your honor and glory. Accept our offerings, O God, for
they belong to you. In theholy name of Christ Jesusour Savior, Sovereign, and
Friend we pray. Amen.
The Hymn 419 “How Clear is Our Vocation Lord”

*The Charge & Benediction “Go Ye Now in Peace” Eilers

*The Postlude



