A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
December 12, 2004 The Third Sunday of Advent 8:30 and 11:00 am.

*All who are able may stand.
Bold type spoken by the congregation

THE PEOPLE GATHER.
The Prelude “Little David, Play on Your Harp” Vaerie Stephenson, arr.
Y outh Bdlls
The Welcome and Announcements
The Introit
The Cdl To Worship (from Psalm 146)

Happy are those whose hopeisin God who made the earth and sea
and al the creaturesin them.
We seek God who keepsfaith forever.
We seek that God who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.
We seek god who setsthose imprisoned free,
who opensthe eyes of those who fail to seeclearly.
Praise God who brings hopeto al generations.

The Prayer of Praise
*TheHymn 13 “ Prepare the Way”

*The Prayer of Confession

Weare patient with thewrong things, Eternal God, and we endure what should not betolerated. Webow
gladly to vogues and fashions, yet refuseto sand seadfastly for justice. Weindulgethewealthy in riches, yet
abidethe poor in hunger and poverty. While You watch over strangers, we often barely seethem at all. Ever
alert to changesthat threaten our own welfare, we close our eyesto possibilities of a new day. We have waited
long enough. It istimeto repent of our misplaced patience, and livergoicingin Your patiencewith us. Hear our
confession in Jesus name. . .(timefor silent confession).

*The Chora Response
*The Assurance of Pardon
God'sword of forgiveness always comesto us at the right time.
It's worth the wait.
Theheart of all our waiting isknowing this
In Jesus Chrigt, weareforgiven. Alleluia. Amen.

*The Gloria Patri p. 579 in the Hymnal
*The Peace and Greeting

The peace of Christ bewithyou adl. And alsowith you!

(Please exchange this ancient greeting with worshippers seated near you.
Please stand to greet one another in the name of Christ.)

TOHEAR THE WORD OF GOD. . .

The Prayer for lllumination



The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 p. 615 in the pew Bible
The Psalter Lesson: Psalm 146:5-10 p. 546 in the pew Bible

The Anthem “ Song of Mary” Richard Shephard
(ref. Luke 1:47-55)

The Epistle Lesson: James5:7-10 p. 1056 in the pew Bible

A Moment With the Children

*TheHymn 1 “ Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus’
The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 11:2-11 p. 844 in the pew Bible
The Sermon “Hungering Dark”

Allen H. Fisher, Jr.

AND TO MAKE PROPER RESPONSE. . .

*The Affirmation of Faith (from “ A Brief Satement of Faith” )
Inlifeand in death we belong to God,
Through thegrace of our Lord JesusChrist,
thelove of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
wetrust in theonetriune God, the Holy Oneof I sradl,
whom alone we wor ship and serve.

Wetrust in Jesus Chrigt,
fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed thereign of God:
preaching good newsto the poor
and releaseto the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospe,
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,

Jesuswas crucified, suffering the depths of human pain
and giving hislifefor the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesusfrom the dead,
vindicating hissinlesslife,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering usfrom death to life eternal.

With believersin every timeand place,
wergoicethat nothingin lifeor in death
can separate usfrom the love of God in Christ Jesusour Lord.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.



The Prayers of Thanksgiving
The Lord's Prayer p. 16 in the Hymnal

The Service of Offering
The Gathering of Our Gifts

The Offertory

*The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication

Majestic God, thank you for inviting usto sharethe blessingsyou pour out on us. Wewant to extend the healing
ministry of Jesuswho gave sight to those who wer e blind and new insight to some who only pretended to see. Use
our resourcesto heal attitudesaswell asbodies, to bring wholeness, not just cures. Embolden usto addressthe
inequities of the earth that leave so many without food or shelter or hope. Lead usinto your realm in the midst of
our daily living. Amen.

GO IN GOD'SNAME. . .

*The Hymn 3 “ Comfort, Comfort You My People’
*The Charge & Benediction

* Postlude



