
 

 

A CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
 December 18, 2005 The Fourth Sunday of Advent 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
 
*All who are able may stand. 
  Bold type spoken by the congregation 
 

THE PEOPLE GATHER. . . 
              
The Prelude “Christmas Joy”  Cynthia Dobrinski 
 Jubilate Ringers              
 
The Welcome and Announcements 
               
The Introit “That Boy-Child of Mary”  Tom Colvin, arr. 
 Covenant & Carol Choirs 
 
The Call To Worship Lighting the Advent Candle 
 
The Prayer of Adoration 
 
*The Hymn  2  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 
*The Prayer of Confession 
     Gracious God, in whom all things are possible, we confess that we have doubted what we cannot 
explain.  We have sought strength and enjoyment apart from you.  We have taken pride in ownership 
more than giving praise through stewardship.  We have neglected to thank you, either in good times or 
when you have supported us during days of uncertainty.  We have resisted the newness you offer.  
Forgive us, we pray, for installing ourselves as if we reigned . . . (time for silent confession). . . 
 
*The Choral Response    
  
*The Assurance of Pardon  
 
*The Gloria Patri  p. 579 in the Hymnal 
 
*The Peace and Greeting 

The peace of Christ be with you all.  And also with you! 
(Please exchange this ancient greeting with worshippers seated near you. 

Please stand to greet one another in the name of Christ.) 
 

TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD. . . 
 
 The Prayer for Illumination 
   
 The Old Testament Lesson:  2 Samuel 7:1-11,16  p. 349 in the pew Bible  
           
 The Psalter Lesson:  Luke 1:47-55   p. 69 in the pew Bible 
 
 The Anthem “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”   John Carter 
    
 The Epistle Lesson:  Romans 16:25-27  p. 201 in the pew Bible 
 
 A Moment With the Children  
  
*The Hymn  48   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 
 The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 1:26-38   p. 69 in the pew Bible 
 
 The Sermon   “Cost Benefit” 
  Allen H. Fisher, Jr. 

AND TO MAKE PROPER RESPONSE. . . 



 

 

 
*The Affirmation of Faith   (from “A Brief Statement of Faith”) 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 

 
We trust in God, 

whom Jesus called Abba Father. 
In sovereign love God created the world good 
and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, 

to live as one community. 
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

Ignoring God’s commandments, 
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves 

accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbor and nature, 

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
We deserve God’s condemnation. 

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
In everlasting love, 

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 
to bless all families of the earth. 

Hearing their cry, 
God delivered the children of Israel 

from the house of bondage. 
Loving us still, 

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 

God is faithful still. 
 

With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
  

 The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession  
     The Lord's Prayer    p. 16 in the Hymnal 
 
 The Service of Offering 
     The Offertory “The Lamb”  Theodore Chanler  
 Rebecca Fisher, soprano 
 
*The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication  Doxology, p. 592 in the Hymnal 
    The most majestic music is an inadequate gift of adoration to You, O God, and yet You hear the 
simplest song.  The most precious gift is beneath Your notice and yet You receive whatever is given out 
of the deepest poverty.  May Your gifts and our lives be worthy of You as they can be only in the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the enabling Spirit.  Amen. 
 
*Litany for Advent “O Antiphons” 

Come, Lord Jesus! 
     

GO IN GOD'S NAME. 
    
*The Hymn  9  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
*The Charge & Benediction  
*The Postlude “Fling Wide the Door” Henry Balcombe  


